
MISSOURI SPORTS HALL OF
FAME

Inductees for the 2013 ceremony
Jan. 27 in Springfield include:

David Eckstein,
shortstop, St. Louis
Cardinals
Mike Sweeney, first
baseman, Kansas City
Royals
Tony Richardson,
fullback, Kansas City
Chiefs
Kim Anderson,
basketball at MU and
the University of
Central Missouri
Scott Bailes, baseball,
Cleveland Indians
Conrad Hitchler,
offensive and
defensive end, MU
Ron Jacober,
broadcaster, KMOX
Radio
Joe Scott, basketball,
Poplar Bluff
Harley Race,
professional wrestler,

COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN

Special Olympics Missouri inducted into
Sports Hall of Fame
By Becky Neems
December 26, 2012 | 6:50 p.m. CST

COLUMBIA — Since 1997, the Special Olympics Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, which honors
the program's volunteers and athletes, has been housed in the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame.

In January, the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame will induct the entire organization.

Special Olympics Missouri will be inducted into the Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame, along with 15 sports figures and the
Jefferson City High School track and field program, Marty
Willadsen of the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame said.

Special Olympics Missouri, which dates to 1971, has its
headquarters in Jefferson City and features 21 sports and
more than 300 events year round and with 15,000 athletes
and 31,000 volunteers.

"Over the years we have had a pretty big impact on more
than 100,000 people with intellectual disabilities in the state
of Missouri," Mandi Steward, marketing manager of Special
Olympics Missouri, said.

Steward said recognition of the entire organization "gives us
extra credibility. We are a real sports organization, and we
can be a part of it with the rest of the sports."

Willadsen said the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame has a
selection committee that sees 250 nominations per year of
individuals and team sports programs across Missouri.

"This organization touches the lives of so many people from
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Eldon
Tom Rutledge, cross
country/track and field
coach, Missouri
Southern State
University
Linda Lampkin,
volleyball coach,
Hermann
Dale Russell,
basketball, Branson
Dr. Richard Seagrave,
sports physician,
Springfield
Dave Palmeiro,
football coach, Tarkio
Jim Chappell, sports
museum
entrepreneur, Kansas
City
Jefferson City High
School track and field
program, Jefferson
City
John Q. Hammons
Founder’s Award,
Springfield
Remanufacturing Co.,
Springfield
President’s Award,
Charlie Gallagher

the state of Missouri," Willadsen said.

"It was a no-brainer," Willadsen said about inducting Special
Olympics Missouri. "It was going to happen eventually."

A reception is scheduled from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Jan. 27 at
the Hall of Fame Museum in Springfield followed by an
evening reception, banquet and ceremony from 4 to 8 p.m.
at the University Plaza Hotel and Convention Center.

Tickets are $150 each or $1,500 for a table of 10 and can be
ordered by phone at 417-889-3100. Tickets are limited, and
all proceeds will benefit the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame.

The Special Olympics Missouri's Sports Hall of Fame
inductees will be a part of the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame
ceremony Jan. 27.

A total of 17 Special Olympics athletes and 11 Special
Olympics volunteers are in the Special Olympics Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame.

Up to four people can be inducted into the Special Olympics
Sports Hall of Fame each year — two athletes and two
volunteers. In order to be inducted, athletes and volunteers
must have been nominated for another statewide award, and
been involved in the program for 15 years, Steward said.

The 2013 Special Olympics Missouri winners will be announced Jan. 19.

Supervising editor is John Schneller.
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